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CADES SCHUTTE 
A Limited Liability Law Partnership 
 
RHONDA L. GRISWOLD 3679 
PŌHAI NU‘UHIWA CAMPBELL 10433 
1000 Bishop Street, Suite 1200 
Honolulu, HI  96813-4212 
Telephone: (808) 521-9200 
 
Attorneys for the Trustees under the Will 
and of the Estate of Bernice Pauahi Bishop, 
Deceased 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST CIRCUIT 

STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of the Estate 

of 

BERNICE P. BISHOP, 

Deceased. 

 

EQUITY NO. 2048 

TRUSTEES’ PETITION FOR REVIEW OF 
TRUSTEE SELECTION PROCESS AND 
TRUSTEE TERMS; EXHIBITS “A” – “D”; 
DECLARATION OF COUNSEL; 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Hearing: 

Date:   
Time: 10:00 a.m.  
Judge:  Presiding Judge  
 

TRUSTEES’ PETITION FOR REVIEW OF TRUSTEE 
SELECTION PROCESS AND TRUSTEE TERMS 

ROBERT K. W. H. NOBRIGA (Chair of the Board of Trustees), LANCE KEAWE 

WILHELM, ELLIOT K. MILLS, CRYSTAL KAUILANI ROSE, and DR. JENNIFER 

GOODYEAR-KAʻOPUA, as TRUSTEES OF THE ESTATE OF BERNICE PAUAHI BISHOP, 

acting in their fiduciary and not in their individual capacities, as Petitioners, by and through their 

counsel, hereby petition this Court and respectfully show as follows: 
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A. PROBATE RULE 126(C) STATEMENTS 

1. Petitioners’ post office address is P.O. Box 3466, Honolulu, Hawai’i 96801; 

Petitioners’ business address is Kawaiaha’o Plaza, Suite 200, 567 South King Street, Honolulu, 

Hawai’i 96813. 

2. Petitioners ROBERT K.W.H. NOBRIGA, LANCE KEAWE WILHELM, 

ELLIOT K. MILLS, CRYSTAL KAUILANI ROSE, and DR. JENNIFER GOODYEAR-

KAʻOPUA are residents of the City and County of Honolulu, State of Hawai’i. 

3. The assets of the Trust Estate consist of real, personal and other properties 

(including without limitation, all assets and properties, and all rights and interest in corporations, 

partnerships and other entities and investments owned, held, controlled or managed by or vested 

in Petitioners in their fiduciary capacities as Trustees of the Estate of Bernice Pauahi Bishop, 

whether directly or indirectly) and have an estimated value of approximately $11.9 billion as 

determined in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles as of June 30, 2021. The 

fair value of the Trust Estate’s endowment as of that date was approximately $14.7 billion.  The 

fair value of the Trust Estate’s endowment is used for trust spending purposes.  

4. The Trust Estate exists solely for the support of the Kamehameha Schools and the 

educational purposes set forth in the Will. 

5. The Trust Estate is a perpetual, charitable educational trust for the purpose of 

education of native Hawaiians and has no ascertainable beneficiaries.  The Attorney General of 

the State of Hawai’i represents all beneficiaries as parens patriae, and will be given notice of 

this Petition. 

6. This Court has jurisdiction of this matter pursuant to Hawai’i Revised Statutes 

(“H.R.S.”) §§ 554D-202, 554D-203, and 603-21.7(a)(3).  This Petition is submitted pursuant to 
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H.R.S. § 554D-201(c) and Rules 1, 3, and 126(a) of the Hawai’i Probate Rules.  Venue is proper 

pursuant to H.R.S. §§ 554D-204 and 603-36(3). 

B. THIS PETITION 

7. The purpose of this Petition is to ask this Court to appoint one or more Special 

Masters as the Court deems appropriate to review the Procedure for Selection of Future Trustees 

that was approved by this Court in the Order Granting Petition for the Establishment of a 

Procedure for Selection of Future Trustees dated January 6, 2000, a true and correct copy of 

which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.  In that Order, the Court adopted then Master Benjamin 

M. Matsubara’s November 22, 1999, Master’s Report on the Petition for the Establishment of a 

Procedure for Selection of Trustees, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as 

Exhibit B.  The selection process that was adopted by the Court is set forth in pages 27 through 

38 of the Report and shall be referred to as the “Trustee Selection Process.”     

8. Petitioners suggest that the Court consider appointing individuals who helped 

formulate the Trustee Selection Process, who have gone through the process as an applicant, 

and/or who have served on the Trustee Screening Committee, or others who are familiar with the 

trustee selection process, to serve as the Special Master(s).   

9. Over the years, there have been various efforts to smooth the transition of 

Trustees on and off the Board so that the Board can function seamlessly and efficiently.  For 

example, in its Order Granting Trustees’ Petition for Approval of the One Hundred Twenty Fifth 

Annual Account (FYE June 30, 2010), filed January 24, 2012, the Court adopted former Master 

David Fairbanks’ recommendation that the Court appoint a committee to study the advisability 

of changing the trustee rotation from 1-year to 2-years.  In lieu of a Court-appointed Committee, 

the then Trustees, the Attorney General, and the Court Master (David Fairbanks) entered into a 
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Stipulation to Approve Trustees Rotation Off and On the Board of Trustees, and Order dated 

March 25, 2013, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

10. The trustee rotation was further modified by Stipulation to Modify Current 

Trustees Rotation Off and On the Board of Trustees, filed herein on April 12, 2017, a true and 

correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit D.  This modification was prompted by the 

denial of former Trustee Janeen-Ann Ahulani Olds’ Petition for Reappointment and the 

unanticipated delay in appointing her successor, which disrupted the 2-year rotation schedule.  

As a result of this stipulation, the terms of current Trustees Lance Keawe Wilhelm and Robert 

K.W.H. Nobriga were extended one year so that the 2-year rotation schedule could be 

maintained. 

11. This Trustee Selection Process has now been in effect for more than 20 years.   

12. Two years ago, Petitioners suggested a re-evaluation of the Trustee Selection 

Process in their comments on House Concurrent Resolution No. 133, filed on August 22, 2019.   

(See Trustees Under the Will and of the Estate of Bernice Pauahi Bishop, Deceased’s 

Memorandum Regarding House Concurrent Resolution No. 133, filed on 8/22/19).  Although the 

subject of their filing was HCR 133, which focused on the role of KS stakeholders in the Trustee 

screening process, Petitioners suggested a re-evaluation of the entire selection process to 

determine if improvements could be made.  By way of example, Petitioners noted that the 2-year 

rotation described above resulted in the Trustee Selection Process being undertaken every other 

year, which could have a negative impact on the pool of potential trustee candidates as well as 

pool of trustee selection committee members.   

13. The Court, among other things, observed that the Petitioners’ suggestion was 

more appropriately brought by way of a Petition upon which the Court could act.  This is the 

reason for the instant Petition. 
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14. As before, Petitioners do not mean to imply any dissatisfaction with the 

January 6, 2000 Order which adopted the recommendations of Master Ben Matsubara for the 

current Trustee Selection Process, or with the outcome of the selection processes over the last 

two decades.  Just as the Trustees periodically review the policies and procedures that apply to 

KS and the Trust’s administration to ensure that they reflect best practices, Petitioners believe 

that it is prudent to have the Trustee Selection Process reviewed periodically and finetuned as 

necessary to ensure that KS receive the benefit of the best Trustee candidates and that transitions 

of Trustees on and off the Board can be undertaken effectively. 

15. Petitioners anticipate that the review will involve the Special Masters 

interviewing those who have participated in the Trustee Selection Process (such as former 

members of the Trustee Screening Committee and its consultants), the Trustees, and KS 

stakeholders, and possibly reviewing trustee selection processes of other large charitable trusts.    

WHEREFORE, Petitioners pray as follows: 

A. That this Honorable Court make and enter its Order fixing a date and time for 

hearing of this Petition; 

B. That this Court appoint one or more individuals to serve as Special Masters to 

review the Trustee Selection Process and Trustee Terms in such manner as they deem 

appropriate and report on the matters raised in this Petition; and 

C. That this Honorable Court make and enter such orders, judgments and decrees 

and provide Petitioners such other and further relief as this Honorable Court shall deem just and 

equitable in the premises. 
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DATED:  Honolulu, Hawaii,  May 9, 2022 . 

/s/ Rhonda L. Griswold  
RHONDA L. GRISWOLD 
PŌHAI NU‘UHIWA CAMPBELL 
Attorneys for Trustees Under the Will and of the 
Estate of Bernice Pauahi Bishop, Deceased 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hawai’i Probate Rule 5(b) Certification: 

/s/ Rhonda L. Griswold  
RHONDA L. GRISWOLD 
PŌHAI NU‘UHIWA CAMPBELL 
Attorneys for the Trustees Under the Will 
and of the Estate of Bernice Pauahi Bishop, 
Deceased 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
TRUSTEES’ PETITION FOR REVIEW OF TRUSTEE SELECTION PROCESS AND 
TRUSTEE TERMS, In the Matter of the Estate of Bernice P. Bishop, Deceased, EQUITY NO. 
2048.



EXHIBIT A
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST CIRCUIT 

STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of the Estate 

of 

BERNICE P. BISHOP, 

Deceased. 

 

EQUITY NO. 2048 

DECLARATION OF COUNSEL 

 
DECLARATION OF COUNSEL 

 
I, RHONDA L. GRISWOLD, hereby declare as follows:  

1. I am an attorney with the law firm of Cades Schutte A Limited Liability Law 

Partnership, counsel for the Trustees herein. I make this Declaration based on my personal 

knowledge. 

2. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the Order Granting 

Petition for the Establishment of a Procedure for Selection of Future Trustees filed herein on 

January 6, 2000. 

3. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of the Master’s Report on 

the Petition for the Establishment of a Procedure for Selection of Trustees, filed herein on 

November 22, 1999. 

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of the Stipulation to Approve 

Trustees Rotation Off and On the Board of Trustees, and Order filed herein on March 25, 2013. 

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of the Stipulation to Modify 

Current Trustees Rotation Off and On the Board of Trustees, filed herein on April 12, 2017. 
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I declare, verify, certify, and state under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 

correct. 

Executed at Honolulu, Hawaii,  May 9, 2022 . 

 

 

/s/ Rhonda L. Griswold  
RHONDA L. GRISWOLD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
DECLARATION OF COUNSEL, In the Matter of the Estate of Bernice P. Bishop, Deceased, 
EQUITY NO. 2048 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST CIRCUIT 

STATE OF HAWAII 

In the Matter of the Estate 
 

of 
 

BERNICE P. BISHOP, 
 

Deceased. 
 

EQUITY NO. 2048  
 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that file-marked copies of the foregoing document will be duly 

served upon the following interested persons entitled to notice by hand delivery or by depositing 

the same in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, immediately upon receipt of the file-marked 

copies of the foregoing documents from the court: 

HOLLY SHIKADA, ESQ.     By Hand Delivery 
KRISTIE CRUZ CHANG, ESQ.      
Department of the Attorney General 
333 Queen Street, Suite 903 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 Parens Patriae 

MALIA E. SCHRECK      By Hand Delivery 
Lyons Brandt Cook & Hiramatsu  
Davies Pacific Ctr.,  
841 Bishop Street, Suite 1800 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 Master 

DATED:  Honolulu, Hawai’i,  May 9, 2022 . 

/s/ Rhonda L. Griswold  
RHONDA L. GRISWOLD 
PŌHAI NU‘UHIWA CAMPBELL 
Attorneys for the Trustees Under the Will and of the 
Estate of Bernice Pauahi Bishop, Deceased 
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